LOUISIANA MOMNTHLY " MPRABIDITY

DISEASES REPORTED DURING MONTH OF SEPTEMBER, 1970

BY PARISH OF RESIDENCE

PERTUSSIS RECOMMENDATIONS

During the month of September, 1970, ten cases of pertussis occurring in and around New
Orleans were reportedto the State Department of Health. There is evidence that the true incidence
is several times the number of cases reported so far. Fourteen cases were reported for the
entire state in 1969.

To deal effectively with the increased number of cases, a plan was devised with the
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RAPIDES 1 31 2
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WEST FELICIANA 9 2
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OUT OF STATE

From January 1 through September 30 of 1970, the following cases were also reported:
1 Brucellosis, 5 Leprosy, 2 Leptospirosis, 32 Malaria (Contracted outside U.S5.A.) and
2 Trichinosis.




cooperation of representatives of the medical schools and local health units. Most of the follow-

ing is excerpted from that plan.

Clinically or laboratory diagnosed infants of less than a year
should be hospitalized, especially those under six months. A

child of any age with fever is likely to have underlying pneu-
monia and should be hospitalized.

Culture on Bordet-Genou medium or Fluorescent Antibody study
of nasopharyngeal swabbing are the diagnestic tests of choice.

Erythromycin is the antibiotic of choice for treating both cases
and contacts, although the more economical tetracycline is an
acceptable substitute for children over 2 years.

A 10 day course of erythromycin should eradicate Bordetella
pertussis so the patient's isolation may be terminated when
the course is completed.

All child household contacts and symptomatic adults should
receive 10 days of antibiotics,

Symptomatic contacts are probablycases and should be managed
as such.

Symptomatic child contacts should stay at home until anti-
biotic therapy ‘is completed. Asymptomatic contacts need not
be isolated.

A DPT shot may be useful in asymptomatic contacts under
six, especially in those previously immunized where an

anamnestic recall is likely.

The carrier state is thought not to exist in pertussis.
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