LOUISIANA MONILY.

DISEASES REPORTED DURING MONTH OF OCTOBER, 1970 BY PARISH OF RESIDENCE
MEASLES
The incidence of measles and its most serious complication, encephalitis, which had been
declining dramatically and steadily since 1964, may be macking a comeback. By 1968, the number
of cases of measles reported in the United States had fallen to 22,331, or less than 5% of the
1964 figure of 458,083. However, in 1969, the number of cases increased slightly to 25,826 and
in 1970 the increase accelerated to where there have been 40,717 cases to date (October 24) as
compared with 21,183 this time last year, a rise of 92%. This increase is also reflected in the
Louisiana figures where 148 physician documented cases have occurred in 1970 to date as com-
pared with 125 for all of 1969. The ““true’” number of Louisiana cases may be considerably higher
(Continued on Page 3)
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ACADIA 1 1 7
ALLEN 1 3 1
ASCENSION 2
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CADDO 6 7 | 140 | 17
CALCASIEU 2 1 5 23
CALDWELL 1
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CLAIBORNE 1 1 3
CONCORDIA 1
DESOTO 1 1 15 3
EAST BATON ROUGE 1 1 3 49 6
EAST CARROLL ‘ 7
EAST FELICIANA 1 3 3
EVANGELINE 3 I
FRANKLIN 1 :
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IBERIA 1 2
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* Includes Rubella, Congenital Syndrome
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WINN 1
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From January 1 through October 31 of 1970, the following cases were also reported:

1 Brucellosis, 5 Leprosy, 2 Leptospirosis, 37 Malaria (Contracted outside U.S.A.) and
2 Trichinosis.




since only physician-documented cases of measles are counted in morbidity reporting whereas
school-reported cases, especially during outbreaks, are often five to ten times this number. Also,
frequently, only the first case of measles in a family reaches the physician’s attention. Although
no data is yet available, the number of cases of measles encephalitis may be presumed to be
having a parallel increase, since the ratio of encephalitis to total measles cases has remained
fairly constant over the last 10 years at about 75 to 100 per 100,000,

There has been an outbreak of measles this past month in St. Landry parish involving 35
children, and with the approach of cold weather we may well see more outbreaks. Interestingly,
despite the fact that a 1968 Louisiana law requires *“immunization of children entering the public
schools of the state’’ against measles, almost all the children invelved in these outbreaks have
been of school age. The greater potential exposure of a child among many other children at school
compared to his sib at home may contribute to this.

The increase in measles cases may be due to a decreased sense of urgency to immunize
children on the part of some pediatricians, general practitioners and public health officials after
the results of nationwide mass immunization campaigns of the second half of the 1960’s made
it seem that measles was following the route of smallpox and polio towards.virtual extinction
in the United States. The events of the last 18 months have shown otherwise, and have been a
cause of concern for the Immunization Branch, Center for Disease Control in Atlanta which
assists the states in conducting immunization programs. A congressional bill which authorized
75 million dollars for the Immunization Branch to use in its various programs, including measles,
has recently been signed into law by the President, and should help Louisiana to achieve its
objective of eliminating measles as a public health problem.

Currently two live *“further attenuated’’ measles virus vaccines are licensed for yse in the
United States, the Schwartz strain, marketed under the trade name Lirugen by Pittman Moore, and
the Moraten vaccine of Merck, Sharp and Dohme. They induce antibodies in95 - 98% of susceptible
children with a single injection. Since most experienced investigators have not observed clinical
measles in any child who developed antibodies following measles immunization, these vaccines
must be concluded to be highly effective. Their continued use by physicians in Louisiana is
recommended.
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