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'DISEASES REPORTED DURING MONTH OF FEBRUARY,

RURAL OUTBREAK OF HEPATITIS ~ UNION PARISH

Between November 20, and December 12, 1967, ten cases of infectious hepatitis were reported
from Union Parish, Louisiana. All of these, except for one, were from the vicinity of Point, a small
town in the southern part of the parish. Becouse of the clustering of cases an investigation was

initiated to determine if a common source was involved.

The first case was reported in @ 9 year old boy who became ill about November 4. He was the
one patient who lived in Downsvilie and was in the 4th grade at the Downsville Elementary School.
The second case occurred in an 17 year old boy from Point, 'who was in the sixth grade at the same
school. He had daily contact with the first patient and he became symptomatic on November 6. The
next two reported were siblings of this patient. They had a minor illness on November 12, character-
ized by nausea and vomiting. Both had elevated S.R.0.T."s. They were given gamma globulin and
did not develop jaundice. On November 17, the father of these three children became jaundiced. Five

other children became ill, all of whom attended the school. (Continued on Page 3).
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ACADIA 2 1
ALLEN 2
ASCENSION 2 1
ASSUMPTION 2
AVOYELLES 5
BEAUREGARD 1 1.
BIENVILLE 2
BOSSIER 1 2 2 18 4
CADDO 1 6 60 36
CALCASIEU 3 1 1 1 22 4
CALDWELL 1
CAMERON 1 1 1
CATAHOULA
CLAIBORNE 1 2
CONCORDIA 1 i3
DESOTO 1
EAST BATON ROUGE 2 1 1 5 5 8
EAST CARROLL 1
EAST FELICIANA 1
EVANGELINE 3 1
FRANKLIN 7 2 2
GRANT 1 2
IBERIA 1 1 1
IBERVILLE 6 4
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JACKSON
JEFFERSON 2 3 g A 1 6 12 8
JEFFERSON DAVIS 1
LAFAYETTE 1 1 1 2 1
LAFOURCHE 1 1 2 2
LASALLE
LINCOLN 2 3
LIVINGSTON % 1 1
MADISON 1 4
MOREHOUSE 1 7
NATCHITOCHES 4 1 1 6 1
ORLEANS 15 6 2 25 130 36
QUACHITA 1 2 1 1 1 21 2
PLAQUEMINES 1 1
POINTE COUPEE
RAPIDES 6 2 1 1 3 4 3
RED RIVER 1
RICHLAND 21 5
SABINE 1
ST. BERNARD 2
ST. CHARLES 2 1
ST. HELENA i 2
ST. JAMES 1 ,
ST. JOHN L
ST. LANDRY 1 2 15 2
ST. MARTIN > 3 2
ST. MARY 1 3 3 2
ST. TAMMANY 2 1 1 1 6 2
TANGIPAHOA 2 1 1 2 3
TENSAS
TERREBONNE 1 2 1
UNION 1 2
VERMILION 4
VERNON 3 289
WASHINGTON 1 9 2
WEBSTER 1 3 5 3
WEST BATON ROUGE
WEST CARROLL 1
WEST FELICIANA 111 3
WINN 1
QUT OF STATE

From January 1 through February 29 of 1968, the following cases were also reported:
4 Malaria (Contracted outside U.S.A.)



Investigation failed to show any common exposure except for the school. There was no knowledge
of an outbreck of gastroenteritis among the students to implicate a particular meal and there was no
illness among empioyees compatible with hepatitis. Periodic water samples collected by the parish
sanitarian showed no evidence of fecal contamination prior to the outbreak.

Following the initial investigation, it was concluded that this probably did not represent a com-
mon source outbreck. Epidemics of hepatitis with person-to-person transmission usually occur either
in rural communities or institutions. When these occur in rural communities, as in this case, the school
is often the source of dissemination with secondary cases in the home. It has been suggested that the
rural area builds up a large population|of susceptibles because of its isolation, thus making it vulner-
able to an outbhreak. The age distribution, primarily in children, is compatible with an epidemic spread
from person-to-person. In common source outbreaks, this pattern may be changed with more cases in
the adult age group.

Questionnaires were sent home with the children at the Downsville school in early December to
determine if any cases of hepatitis or mild gastrointestinal iliness had been overlooked. Three addi-
tional cases were picked up on the survey. Gamma globulin was provided to household contacts of
jaundiced patients. 125 doses were given. '

COOPERATION ASKED FOR VD SURVEY

The American Social Health Association in cooperation with the American Medical Association,
National Medical Association, the National Osteopathic Association and the Public Health Service
will soon repeat a survey similar to the ‘1962 National Survey of VD Incidence’’. A questionnaire
will be mailed on July 1, 1968 to approximately 211,000 physicians and osteopaths in the United
States. Recipients will be asked for the number of syphilis and gonorrhea patients they treated in their
private practice during April, May and June of 1968. Replies will not be identified by name.

A pre-test indicated that 80 per cent of the respondents answered from memory rather than by
consulting rezords. The validity of the study would be greatly improved if doctors would make a special
efforts to keep records for the three month survey period. A tally sheet which might simplify record
keeping is shown below. If physicians will tear off this sheet and place a check mark in the appro-
priate box each time they diagnose a case, it will be easy to transfer the totals to the questionnaire
in July. The survey is designed to measure cases diagnosed in private practice, therefore cases seen
in public institutions or clinics should not be counted.

The Louisiana State Department of Health urges all physicians to conscientiously participate in
this important survey. The cooperating professional societies will also appeal for a more accurate
and through response (71 per cent answered/in 1962) from their members. Release of the findings is
not expected before December, 1968. The results of the 1962 survey were published in the Journal of
the American Medical Association.

Tally of VD Cases
April 1, - June 30, 1968

Primary & Secondary Syphilis
(Early infectious lesions still
present)

All other Syphilis

Gonorrhea




