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**NOTICE OF NEW LICENSING REGULATIONS**

Date:        July 1, 2011
TO:           Home and Community Based Service Providers 

FROM:     Erin Rabalais, RN, Section Chief

                  Health Standards Section

                  Hugh Eley, Assistant Secretary

                  Office of Aging and Adult Services (OAAS)
                   Julia Kenny, Assistant Secretary

                   Office for Citizens with Developmental Disabilities (OCDD)
BY:            Terry Cooper, RN, Manager

                  Home and Community Based Services
                  Health Standards Section
RE:             Licensing Standards for Home and Community Based Services

New licensing standards which will create one Home and Community Based Services (HCBS) license were published in the Louisiana Register, Vol. 37, No. 6 on June 20, 2011.  The new standards will apply to the following types of home and community based agencies:  PCA, SIL, Respite, Adult Day Care, Family Support, Substitute Family Care and will also include Supported Employment and Shared Living Conversion.  The new licensing regulations will merge PCA, SIL, Respite, Adult Day Care, Family Support, Substitute Family Care, Supported Employment and Shared Living Conversion into one license.  The rule was published as an emergency rule showing an effective date of July 1, 2011, however, in order to allow time for providers and the department to transition to the new standards, an implementation date of October 1, 2011 is planned.  This is the date that providers will be expected to be in compliance with all requirements. A copy of the standards can be viewed on the web site for the Louisiana Register at: http://www.doa.louisiana.gov/OSR/reg/regs2011.htm. Click on June 2011 issues. 
Over the next year as existing licenses of the provider type listed above come up for renewal, providers will be merged under one (1) new HCBS license.  Additionally, renewal fees for the new license have changed in accordance with Louisiana R.S. 40:2120.4.  The statute can be viewed on the web site for the state legislature at http://www.legis.state.la.us/.  Health Standards will begin utilizing the new HCBS license application for renewals in the near future.  

With the publication of the new licensing standards, OAAS and OCDD are proposing that the Standards of Participation for Waiver Services published September 20, 2003 be repealed.  Many of these requirements are now included in the new HCBS licensing standards.  
Health Standards, OAAS, and OCDD will offer provider training on the new licensing standards in the upcoming months.  Providers will be notified once these plans are finalized.  

Questions regarding the content of this notice may be directed to Health Standards at 225-342-0138.  
HSS HCBS Internet address: 
http://new.dhh.louisiana.gov/index.cfm/directory/detail/719
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